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Tur Democratic Party ‘had its origin in the two closing years of the eighteenth céntury.' Its 
‘organization has had an efficient and unbroken existence for sixty-six years. For more than a 
quarter of a century it bore the name of Republican. This designation was exchanged for that 
‘of Democratic under the popular impulse given to its practical measures and its abstract opiniona 
by the political school ‘of Jefferson. For nearly half a century it was' a bold, manly, upright, 
‘gonsistent and fearless exponent of its organic principles. It had\ in its early stages, that best 
‘of all’ conservative accessories—the opposition of a party (the Federalists) as truthful and ‘as 
“resolute as itself. Whenever'the public honor or the public interest was in peril, it was always 

““the first to rush to arms; always the last to quit the field ; never consenting to lay aside its armor 
ill the country’s cause was vindicated. Controlled and illustvated in all its acts by'a lofty and 
disinterested spirit of patriotism, it gained, aad for more than few years preserved unimpaired, 
the respect, the confidence. and the support of the Américan people. In 1840 it'was overthrown 
under the influence of a great pease crisis, but not until a section of its followers, more 
“solicitous for their own interests than the welfare of the country, had adulterated its creed and its 
‘policy by the introduction of maxims and measures at war with its fundamental principles. 


It.was at this juncture that its opponents, having become demoralized by a long-continued 


sseries of defeats, adopted as,a rule for the selection of its: candidates for the highest offices the 
principle of availability, ingtead of talent and experience, laying the foundation of a far more 
pernicious 4 pervading system of demoralization. The success’ of the opposition candidates, 
thus selecte® in 1840, was followed by the success.of the Democratic eandidates selected on the 
same principle in 1844. , From that period there has been a gradual deterioration in the qualifica- 
tions of those who have been put forward to fill public offices—not merely in the highest official 
positions, but in all the departments of the general Government, and in the States.. The legisla. 
tive as well as the executive branches have participated. in the general depravation. For this 
cheme of ‘political mar.agement, having immediate party success, and not the permanent welfare 
of the country for its object, both the principal political organizations are alike responsible. And 
it is impossible to conceal the humiliating truth that the evils the country is now suffering, 
beginning in a loose and unsteady administration of the public affairs, and ending in a treasonable 
‘attempt to overthrow the Gevernment, are all due to incompetency and gong A great 
‘government demands, as an indispensible condition of its success, great qualities in those who 
“sontro] and direct its movements, ! 
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It is under this system of political management that we have been plunged into a war ai 
in its dimensions, and pregnant with more important consequences to the human race, especia 


not merely the stability of our own political institutions, but those who commenced it assert 
the right of any m gira, sopialrcon sto iate=it; at pleasure, though framed and 
ratified under the most”solemn’ sanctions w c nit es of mi re capable of exchanging 
with each other. The*véry aetbnes Of the“sontest is ‘an assertion e hand and a denial on 


the other of the right of a single party to a social organization. founded upon mutual agreement 


7 


to destroy it without the consent of the Ofber partion, If the affirmative of this proposition could © 
pt-a 


be maintained, it would bring into conte vinciple which lies at the foundation of all indi- 
vidual as well as public contracts, and lead to a dissolution of all the bonds of human-society. 


olf the Southern States, after calm deliberation, and after carefully considering all the con- 
" th the. ~ 


sequences, bee pided. with ithe consent, @ others, and with (a full Tevognition eir: 
vant bili felt nion, to|withdraw peaceably from it, there are many of us whe would have 
preferre separation to civil war.” But when #* portion ‘of ‘the”States, openly renouncing their- 
obligations to the Constitution and the Union, commenced a parricidal war against the Govern- 
ment, insulting the national flag, seizing arsenals, mints and revenue vessels, and finally attacking 
one of the public forts garrisoned by the natiynal troops, and compelling it by famine and over 
whelming superiority of numbers to surrendér,.no man, unless lost to all self-respect, and all 
sense of the national honor, could hesitate to accept intestine war, with all its acknowledged evils, 
rather than to submit tamely to aggressions, which, 1f unresisted, would have made our name a 
reproach throughout the) civilized world, and transmitted to our children an inheritance of 
undying obloquy and-shame.» © 4 3 , 2 

It was under this conviction that the people of the North, with a unanimity almost unpar- 
alleled, ranged themselves on the side of the Government, and pledged their lives and propert 
for its défence, Although the war. became far more formidable’ than was originally antieipated, 
and brought with it from time to time many discouragements for the friends of the Union, it has 
been prosecuted with a perseverance on the part of the Government, a herdism on the part of the 


Army and Navy,.gnd a disregard of saerifices on the part of the people, which no other nation. 


has surpassed. eit OO 


For eighteen months after the commencement of the war, the course of the Democratic party 

‘was worthy of its traditional patriotism, courage. and fidelity to the country. But under the 
malign influences, which, since the fall election of 1862, have controlled the Executive policy of 
the State of New York, and, through it, the democratic movement in other States, its leaders, 
| With a want. of elevation of thought and feeling: eminently illustrative of/their unfitness for con- 
. trol. have lest sight of, the vital issues involved in the contest,,and haye gone step by step from. 
hostility to the Government into, hostility to the war. That the great body of the Democracy are 
faithful to their-principles is, not doubted. ,—nor is it doubted that. they will assert. themselves ere 
long against the despotic sway of those who have perverted the party organization to their injury 
. and, dishonor. In 1868:the party, wes betrayed by its leaders into open, opposition to the Act of 
, Congress to fill by a draft the ranks of the army thinned by, disease and the sword, Although a. 
similar. measure was proposed) in Congress in.1814, during the war with Great Britain, with the 
approbation of Madison; Monroe, Tompkins, and Van Buren, it was.denounced by the Democratic- 
leaders in 1863 as unconstitutional and oppressive; thus denying the right of a government—a 
right universally admitted, by jurists and writers on public law—to provide for its own preseryg- 
Sign by ealling on those, who live under its protection, to arm) in its defence.. Thus the Demo- 
sracy, in the very midst, and, indeed, at one of the most critical periods of the war. were inyolyed 

, dy its leaders in the odium of resisting an indispensable measure for carrying it on, placing the- 
party for the first time in our history in the attitude of withholding its support from the Govern- 

| ent in a eontest to maintain its existence. Notwithstanding this gross misrepresentation of t 

' Jemocratic feeling, it was still hoped by those: who had the ‘intérests of the country at heart, that 
‘the Chicago Convention would’ vindicate the tarnished honor of ‘the ‘party bya declaration in: 
favor of & vigorous pro<ecution' of the war until'the armies of the insurgents should be disbanded. 
Lhis hope‘has béen painfully disappointed... They have’ spoken “no word’ of vorlshyy for the un- 
eerupulous mei who have brought pou thecowntry a‘eruel and devastating war; and whovin a 
‘flagitious attenipt to-overthrow the Government, have eiused the destruction of half amillion af 
lives. ‘They have'not expressed a single sentiment indicating exalted love ‘of country, or resent- 
ment for its-wounded ‘honor.) They have ‘exhibited none’ of the ‘patriotic forecast, which looks 

* beyond the ‘evils of the ‘hour to the national humiliation, the social dismemberment,'and the un- 
“ending dissention» and: conflict: betweenthe separated States, which disunion would inevitably - 
i bring with it. Butiat the very moment when onriarmies were achieving the most decisive victo- 
umies, when Grant, and sShermanvand) Sheridany.and: Farragut, and ‘their gallant. followers, were 
«displaying: the most ‘heroic valor,cand when the insurgents webe giving evidence of speady. ex- 
dchaustion, the Chieago Convention, assuming ‘to speak for, the Demoeracy of the’ Union, declared : 
othe war ‘ta failure,’ and called‘on “the country to make “immediate: efforts” for ‘a cessation gf 
hostilities with a view to an ultimate convention of all the States,” &e. I+ is well known that.a 
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Marge niinibervof the! rhembersowere Uakt jini favdr of pitting me Gna tordeownry nla ‘Acknow- 
‘Jedging the indepehdencd of the insirgent States; ‘and ‘thé widnimMity with which the resolutions 


Li were: adupted» by/thesConvehtion wotld seeri oto justify the inference that anes thesobn- 
© ovictiong of ‘the whole todyw “The juference! is'warranted ‘also! by: tlie: repéated: 


declarationsiof the 
rebel authorities at Richmond that no overtures to a reconciliation would ve received! exdept {on 


boa bs Fee eae Temata By ee et ciated eadate ip confined, bythe inter- 


oretation put upon the resolutions by the most uish thern men. -They are.ac 
ti a Gasbeager ee peace, bnt of peace with disunion. The see Apt a PEI As of ak @ 
Stated is! regarded as ‘a ptoposition*for the ‘deliberation cf the! States iin their sovereigt. character 
—not in the Union, but out of it —recognizing disunjon a8 an established fact, virtually, admitti 

“the right ‘of ‘secession, and ‘stirrendering évery principle for which the wen poe need waned, : 
complete confirmation of this position of the Southern’ States will be found in the ‘dec dration 


| Of Bix of; the {rovernors, including thosé of elie extol) ini Ait ie roan to the Chi- 


eago) platform; that it is “our firm and unalterable purpose to/maintain our tight of: self-govern- 
ment, to,eatablish our,independence; and to: uphold:the right:and sovereignty of the States, orto 

rish in the attempt.” That those who framed, and those whacadopted, the/Ohieago resolutions, 
oresaw all these consequences cannot be doubted without an unwarrantable impeachment of their 


OGnitelligende.' Weare constrained, then, td coneludefor any other conclusion would be illogical 


_ Of hostilities, which they, know, must jend, in disunion., 


—that the Convention, or those, at least, who shaped its action, meant to recommend a cessation 
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We can have no companionship ‘with this infidelity. to. the country and to’ the Democratia 


“party. We repudiate the action of the Convention as untrue to all, the obligations of duty, and 


as a misrepresentation of the feelings and opinions of those for whom it assumed to speak. We 
Believe that the great/body of the; Democracy arecin favor of» prosecuting the war'with unabated 
vigor till: the insurgent forees)lay. down their arms.;: that) they:are opposed to any negotiation: for 
alsettlementiof ‘existing differenees with those-who are threatening to overthrow the Government 
by force ; and that//an . indispensable’ preliminary:of ‘any such negotiationyis ‘an acknowledgmen 
of the Union aa.a compactin full/and Andi force. } . tay A Dive { 
Para be ‘General McClellan had. met, in, @, manner worthy of, his, high position, the; responsibilities 
with ‘which he was invested by a nomination tainted by. the declarations we haye cited, he would 
have presented himseif,to, the country with, a strong claim to,its confidence. If, without calculating 
e chances of success or defeat; if, regardless of ‘the effect his opinions might have on, the, ballot. 
he had denounced a euapension of, hostilities with a disinterested and. coyrageous frankness, apd 
declined the nomination on the conditions annexed to it agy.an impeachment of his. patriotism and 
his judgment, he would have gained an elevation of greater honor in the eyes of ‘his countrymen 
an any measure of political success could give him, But he aecepted the nomination without 


» dissenting from the, resolutions, thus making himself a patty to them, and causing some of his best 


letter of acceptance discloses, would engure, his au 


friends to doubt whether he has the firmness and independence necessary to carry ihe country 
successfully through the dangers by which. it is surrounded. Regarding him as the exponent of 
opinions and purposes, which we conceive to be of fatal tendency, and believing, whatever may 
be his priyate convictions or his personal’ good qualities, that the want of decided, purpose his 

t , Seca to the influences which controlled the 
Conyention, we reject: his nomination as an essential part of its proceedings, 


In coming tu’ this determination, two important questions predent’ themselves. 


1. What course shall’we, a¢ individvals, pursue at the approaching election ? hes 
2. What measures shall we adopt to aid in restoring the Democratic Party to the confidence 
of the couatry ? 


In regard to the first question, we have no advice to give, except that no Democrat should 
support the nominees of the Chicago Convention, or the policy it has proclaimed, believing, as 
we do, that such @ co-operation would place us in the same relation to the country as that if 
which the Federal party stood, in the days of its decline, as opponents of the war of 1812. When 
the existing war, withits dangers, it trials, its sufferings and -its excitements‘ shall have passed 
away, we believe that no man can have any greater cause for regret than that. of having supported 
a candidate for the highest honors of the republic, who is bound by the declarations put forth as 


the basis for his action, to ask rebels with arms in their hands to grant us ‘a cessation of 
hostilities.” 


_ Inregard to the second question, we intend to lay the foundations to-day for a reorganiza- 
tion of the Democratic Party, on the principles of Jefferson and Jackson. We have not come 
together as War Democrats, but simply as Democrats, and as an integral pat of tle Democracy 
of the Union, separating ourselves, under a sense of imperious duty to the country in its 
ee extremity, from those through whose mismanagement, lack of sagacity, and want of 

isinterested putrivtism, it has fallen into demoralization and reproach. From tuis depth it can 
‘Never rise again under the auspices of those, who have thus misled and betrayed it. he coudi- 
tions of its reorganization, which we regard’as fundamental, are:y /.\ < 
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op) of], ‘Ay prosecution of the war with all the rigor that can be infused. into it until the rebeltion 
els euppressed ;| not, for the anubjugation of the Southern iReaples but for the overthrow of their 
-ndeadera, who reject all compromise under the Constitution, and who should be expelled. from the 
» Country or compelled to,eubmit to the authority of the Government, end suffer the punishment 
edue to their crimes, met F iz) 
*-_@."Phe support of the State Governments in all their riglits under the Constitution, as defined 
- by Jefferson in his inaugural’address in 1801. nea 

4 8. A scrupulous abstinence from the exercise of all powere not clearly conferred by law. 


»°""4. The selection of the ablest and best men for office, and an utter repudiation of the degrad- 
det " spp epey! i x, P : g 
“ing rule of availability. agate i 

~}) 6, Am amendment of the Constitution of the United States, which shall allow every citizen to 
-“vote directly for President and Vice-President. instead of the:present system: of voting by electoral 
©olleges, whith Jeayes him/no alternative but to lose his:vote,; or to cast it for one of the candidates 
presented by party conventions. =» ib ons 

H ‘6. An amendment of the Constitution, which shall render the President, ineligible after one 
~ term of service. ay ; ; 

7. A preservation of the Union—not as a re-construction, but as a‘continuance—on the basis 
~_ of the Constitution, which: we hold to be in full vigor as a perpetual compact, with none of its 
p Tights, duties, powers, or guarattces impaired or capable of Bathe modified, except in the mode 
 prescribea by its own stipulations. : Hy ‘ anise . 
£\«. On this: basis of principles: we appeal to the Democracy of the; Union for their cooperation 
end support: Weask it in the name of the great men, in whoseicounsels the party had its origin, 
‘the fearless who have sustained it in its trials, afd the pure who carried it. unstained ‘for 
mearly half a.century: through th: temptations, to which it was exposed. «We invoke your aid in 
purifying it, and in restoring it to the primitive disinterestedness and elevation of purpose, from 
Phish it hos fallen. The darkness in which the fortunes of the country are enyeloped, will soon 
“be * dissipated—to be followed, let us "hope, by a brighter prosperity than has ever dawned upon 
“it. “ But it is not to be disguised that the convulsions, through which we are ‘passing, will leave 
© behind them questions only to be ‘adjusted by the highest capacity’ and’ the largest experience. 

; What hope is there that either of the great political parties, after a retrograde career of a quarter 
; of a century will be equal to the task without a thorough reform. Ifa higher elevation of pur- 
‘pose, a purer patriotism, and a loftierdisinterestness cannot be inftsed into the management of our 
- political affairs, our system of government w'll prove a disastrous failure. The hope of con- 
““'tributing to such’a reform Jis one of the objects, for which this meeting has been called. The 
_“Imovement needs ‘a cordial cooperation on the ‘part of the great body of the prople, to give it 
. effect. At a future time the appeal to them will be renewed, filling up with greater detail the 
_ outline traced to day. In laying open the ‘source ‘of the evils, under which the peace and 
_ prosperity ‘of the country have been ‘struck down, and in invoking the popular support and 
_ aid to meet these evils with effectual remedies, we shall have done all in our power to counter- 
“Bet the baneful influences, by which all we hold most dear is imperilled: but it is only through 
the active and determined interposition ofithe people themselves that the institutions, under which 
we live can be saved from disorganization and disgrace, and the, cause of free:government through 
out the world:be secured from the fatal i of an unsuccezsful experiment on this continent. 
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